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1. Welcome  

2.
- Thelma Quaye, Smart Africa

3. Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts 
- Presentation on Coalition for Digital Africa 
- 2023 Africa Domain Name Industry Report 

4. Smart Africa Internet Governance Project

5. Recap of Global Recommendations and Closing Remarks

Session Overview and Agenda
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What is Coalition for Digital Africa? (Pierre D.)

The Coalition is an alliance of global and regional 
organizations united in their commitment to expand 
access to the Internet in Africa and support the 

development of Africa’s digital economy.

By working together as a Coalition, participants will be 
able to achieve greater results and impact.
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◉ A robust DNS Infrastructure in Africa
Securing the stability of the Domain Name System (DNS), thereby 
strengthening the Internet infrastructure in Africa and enhancing its security 
and resiliency.

◉ Meaningful Connectivity
Fostering multilingualism and encouraging local content development in 
Africa.

◉ Capacity Development
Equipping Africa’s workforce with the skills and knowledge necessary to 
participate in the multistakeholder model of Internet governance. 

Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts 

Areas of Focus
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34
Countries

Rwanda

62% 

of the 
Continent

14
Partners

8
Initiatives

Home to 

81% of
the People

Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts

Highlights
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AAU - Association of African Universities 

AFNIC - Association Française pour le 
Nommage Internet en Coopération

AFNOG - Africa Network Operators Group

AfricaCERT - Africa Computer Emergency 
Response Team

AfTLD - Africa Top Level Domain

ATU - African Telecommunications Union 

CTO - Commonwealth Telecommunications 
Organisation 

ICANN - Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers

ITU - International Telecommunication Union 

ISOC - Internet Society 

Lawyers Hub

LusNic - Associação de ccTLDs de língua 
portuguesa

NSRC  - Network Startup Resource Center

Smart Africa 

Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts

Coalition Partners
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Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts 

Key Achievements

● Expansion of ICANN Managed Root Server (IMRS) infrastructure: 
Two IMRS Installations (Nairobi, Kenya and Cairo, Egypt)

⚪ Internet users in Africa now have more resilient and stable access to 
DNS Root Zone services, with 80% Africa-based Internet DNS root 
queries to the IMRS resolved in the region.

● Expansion of TLD Performance Monitoring:  Two new probe nodes for 
ICANN’s Service Level Agreement Monitoring system (Lagos, Nigeria 
and Nairobi, Kenya).

● Publication of the 2023 Africa Domain Name Industry Study

● DNS Security Extensions (DNSSEC) deployment in Botswana (.BW)
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• IMRS Infrastructure: Expansion of IMRS single instances

• ccTLD Registry Capacity Development: Pilot project providing support and 
training to ten African ccTLD registries.

• DNSSEC Roadshows: Supporting DNSSEC deployment in six countries 

• Universal Acceptance in Higher Education Institutions

• IXP Development

• Internet Governance Capacity Development for Governments and 
Lawmakers

Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts 

Initiatives in Progress
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Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts: 2023 Africa Domain Name Industry Report

● Commissioned by ICANN and conducted by PowerSoft Africa

● Covers all 54 countries in ICANN's Africa region

● Goals:

⚪ Highlight the strengths and opportunities for Africa's DNS industry, 
and

⚪ Establish a Trial Observatory for ongoing monitoring of its status and 
growth.

About the Study
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Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts: 2023 Africa Domain Name Industry Report

Highlights

● Projected average annual growth in the number of domain names across 
the continent of 12.4%, suggesting significant opportunities for local providers 
in individual countries.

● Over 1.1 million km of terrestrial and submarine fiber cables interconnect 
the continent, enhancing cross-border communication and internet access.

● High internet access costs continue to limit widespread usage, with the average 
African spending about 4% of their monthly income on 1 GB of data - twice 
the global affordability target.

● As of November 2023, over 4.33 million domains registered under African 
ccTLDs, with an additional 1.4 million gTLD registrations from African 
entities.

● A significant concentration of web content and domain hosting remains 
within only a few countries, underscoring the need for more localized Internet 
services.
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Promote Local Content in 
African Languages04

Government and private sector initiatives could stimulate 
local DNS demand by creating and hosting more content in 
regional languages.

Policy and Regulatory 
Enhancements03

Advocating for policies that reduce Internet access costs 
and support digital inclusivity is essential for sustaining 
DIS industry growth.

Internet Service Demand02
Local online activity fuels DNS industry growth and Internet 
use. Effective business and marketing strategies, 
supported by sound regulations, are vital. Cooperation with 
policymakers can broader online service offerings.

Strengthen Regional 
Infrastructure01

Encourage the development of local Internet Exchange 
Points and data centers to reduce Internet costs and 
improve local Internet quality, driving the demand for local 
domain registrations 

Coalition for Digital Africa Efforts: 2023 Africa Domain Name Industry Report
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Thank You and Questions
More information and latest updates at 
www.coalitionfordigitalafrica.africa

@codigiaf

facebook.com/CoDigiAf

linkedin/company/coalition-for-digital-africa

instagram.com/codigiaf

https://twitter.com/codigiaf
http://www.facebook.com/CoDigiAf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/coalition-for-digital-africa/
https://www.instagram.com/codigiaf/
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Smart Africa : Presentation on internet 
governance project focus on the Blueprint

Smart Africa Internet Governance Project (Rodrigue G.)



   | 16

Smart Africa Internet Governance Project

- 2023 Africa Domain Name Industry Report
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Introduction and Presentation on the project

Smart Africa Internet Governance Project
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Introduction and Presentation on the project
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● Mr Djibril DEME, Project Manager – Digital Infrastructure Research at Smart Africa

Recap of Global Recommendations and Closing Remarks
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Thank you!


